
HUDSON BALLASTER SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Car Capacity – 26 yard/32.5 Ton, 20 yard/25 Ton, 13 yard/17 Ton 
 
Dimensions – Width – 8’- 0” (2.44 M) 
                        Width with Side Gates – 8’- 7” (2.62 M) 
                        Length - 16’ (4.88 M) 
                        Height – 10-1’(3.07 M) 26 yd // 9’-1”(2.77m) 20 yd 
                        Wheelbase – 7’- 5”(2.29 M) Excellent for tight curves 
 
Weight – 15,500 pounds 
  
Construction – All  welded  steel plate in ballast hopper  /  4 lift eyes on each 
top corner  /  4 hold downs on each lower corner  /  inspection ladder  /  wood 
planks around top of car to prevent damage when loading. / Canadian or USA 
steel used in manfacture. 
 
Couplers – 90,000 pound capacity pintle hooks on both ends.  
  
Drawbar – square tube  /  6’ long - optional 
 
Wheels – Freight car 33” AAR wheels with Hudson Profile 
 
Axles – Freight car axles 
 
Bearings – Freight car 6 x 11 bearings 

 
Engine – Diesel  /  key start  / pull start back up  /  special dual air filter system, 
air filter at engine combined with a remote mounted air cleaner /  12 volt 
electrical system  / engine hour meter / master electrical cut off switch /   
8 gallon fuel tank /  

 
 

Radio Remote Hydraulic Controls – The remote transmitter controls the 
hydraulic bottom gates and optional side gates. Remote transmitter also 
operates running and flood lights. Remote receiver housed in an electrical 
cabinet. 
 
Hydraulic System –gates controlled  individually and all gates can be opened 
or closed at the same time with a single remote control button /  designed to 
open and close smoothly to variable opening sizes  /   variable speed open and 
close  /  hydraulic cylinders produce enough power to crush rocks caught in 



gates / adjustable relief settings / 1300 psi system / spin on filter in return / 
suction strainer 

 
Optional Override hydraulic valves in case of remote failure. Housed in a 
pendant 

 
Lights – LED front and rear running lights  / separately switched to indicate 
travel direction  /  2 bottom LED flood lights for night operations / Flood lights 
to illuminate sides of Ballaster / Running and flood lights are controlled by the 
radio remotes. 
 
Brakes – fail safe air brakes  /  brakes applied from tow vehicle so that all 
brakes work in unison  /  brake connections on both car ends / air coils 
included 
 
Air Compressor – Connected to brake system to enable brakes to be released.  
 
Optional train style brakes. 

 
Gates – 4 gates  / 2 outside rails  / 2 between rails  /  left and right shoulder 
chutes to ballast past  tie ends 
 
Paint -  epoxy primer  /  urethene paint colour your choice  /  fuel tank green  / 
hydraulic tank blue  /  wheels and axles black 

 
Suspension -  Self Steering design suspended axles  /  special profile wheels  /  
these wheels  reduce tread and flange wear  /  High Track Speed  /  can handle 
extreme rough track conditions such as new track construction  /  reduced 
vibration to all components / reduced wheel – rail noise / suspension 
performance is documented from testing done at the National Research in 
Ottawa. 
 
 
 
Optional Vandal Package – to protect engine, electric panels, hydraulic 
reservoir, hydraulic pump and valves, fuel tank, and lights. 
 
Optional 3rd Rail Gating System and Chutes. System is radio remote controlled. 
 
Optional Screed Bars (Ballast Plow) 
 
Optional Spare Remote Transmitter 



 
Optional Hydraulic Valve Override Switches in case of remote failure 
 
Optional Train Brakes 
 
Optional Rail Sweeps 
 
Optional Drawbar 
 
Optional Vibrators, hydraulic or electric 
 
Optional water system for dust control 

 


